
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
January 14, 2011 

 

 
 

The Honorable Robert A. Peck 

Commissioner of Public Buildings 

U.S. General Services Administration 
1800 F Street, N.W.  

Washington, D.C. 20405 

 
Dear Mr. Peck: 

 

 Dr. Jay Hellman is a long-standing advocate for innovative 21st-century approaches to improve 
life in Southern Maryland by advancing universal broadband connectivity in rural, suburban and urban 

areas to attract and support new technology-based jobs. His work on technology-empowered workforce 

development and accommodation, guided by community vision planning to achieve smart growth 

promotes a wise balance between jobs and housing.  
 

I applaud Dr. Hellman’s Virtual Adjacency modeling, which can inform GSA to respond to the 

challenges of our new economy. We encourage GSA to use our region’s advanced post-9/11 security 
network to ensure continuity of operations and reduce greenhouse gases. Our region is committed to 

placing jobs where qualified workers live and promoting telecommuting. Dr. Hellman’s is recommended 

to you for his insights about the relationships between transportation, environmental challenges, 

workplace efficacy and IT technologies. 
 

             We are proud of our region’s educated workforce (many are federal employees) and invite you to 

take advantage of our talents and infrastructure to advance our nation’s programmatic needs with new 
models for public buildings and places of work. Our region is the fastest-growing in the State. Southern 

Maryland is one of three centers of excellence for cyber security in Maryland with broad community 

support of our federal bases and facilities already located in our region.   
 

 The Tri-County Council for Southern Maryland is pleased with the U.S. Department of 

Commerce award of a NTIA grant for $115 million to build out the broadband network to hook up 

public-anchor data centers and to connect with town centers, businesses and homes throughout our region 
through the Maryland Broadband Cooperative. Work is under way with private, local, state and federal 

facilities partners to build both secure and business networks based on cooperation with public sector and 

private sector broadband partners and providers.  The Council is also working with the three county 
Information technology programs to complete a regional IT plan which will inform the Maryland IT plan 

paid for by U.S. Department of Commerce funding. 
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 The Tri-County Council adopted a transit oriented 20-year transportation plan in 2008. It 
established clear policies for our region to address the 60% of workers from two counties currently 

commuting to metro Washington in contrast with the 80% of workers who live and work in St. Mary’s 

County. Smart Growth requires developing in existing town centers and preserving viable farmland and 

open space. We appreciate Dr. Hellman’s La Plata efforts on Smart Growth policies. 
 

 I look forward to your success in advancing the President’s goals. 

 
 Please feel free to call upon me if I can be of service to advancing your mission. 

(wclark@tccsmd.org).  

 
 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Wayne E. Clark 

Executive Director 

 
 

CC: Dr. Jay Hellman 


