
Thursday, August 18, 2011 
 

Mr. Roy Hale, Mayor 
Town of La Plata 
305 Queen Anne Street 
P.O. Box 2258 
La Plata, MD 20646 
 

Dear Mayor Hale: 

I am writing in reference to the proposal to annex La Plataʼs “Northwest Quadrant” to bring the College  
and Town together.  I am an economist at University of Baltimoreʼs Jacob France Institute.  I have been involved in 
economic development research and technical assistance for nearly twenty years. In 1995 I prepared an economic 
development strategic plan for Charles County.  Since that time, I have developed a national practice in economic 
development planning and research and have worked on projects across the nation, with a specialization in high-
technology-driven development.  Fifteen years ago I wrote the enclosed letter, at the request of Dr. Jay Hellman,  
to then Mayor Eckman, on this same project.   

While Charles County and the Town of La Plata have made significant progress since I did that study for 
the County and wrote that letter to Mayor Eckman,  including recovering from a major natural disaster guided by  
the extraordinary Vision Planning work the Town had completed before the tornado hit in April 2002, many of the 
challenges and opportunities I describe in the County Strategic Plan and the Eckman letter are even more relevant 
today. 

The County, the Southern Maryland Region and the State continue to be dominated by professional 
services, high technology and defense-oriented industries, that require a highly educated workforce.   
Transportation infrastructure conditions continue to negatively impact the region in terms of congestion and long 
commute times.   

Development activity that improves transportation options and better connects higher education  
resources with both residential and employment centers is not only still consistent with what I wrote fifteen years  
ago, it has in fact, become even more important.  Projects that integrate transportation, higher education and high 
quality employment and residential development have, in the past decade become one of the most dynamic  
sectors of the national real estate market.   

In summary, the proposed development of the Northwest Quadrant continues to be consistent with both 
national real estate and state and local economic conditions.  The College of Southern Maryland is one of the most 
significant economic development assets in the county, and the opportunity to bring the College and the Town of La 
Plata together in a mixed-use, pedestrian and bicycle friendly fashion, taking advantage of the four fiber optic  
networks that run through La Plata along Route 301 is a profoundly smart strategy. 

I can be reached at (410) 837-4988 with any questions about this letter or my economic development work. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 

 
Richard Clinch, PhD 
Director of Economic Research 
 
Encl:  letter to Mayor Bill Eckman, September 23, 1996 
 
 

1420 N. Charles Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21201-5779 

 
410/837-4727 (telephone) 
410/837-5814   (facsimile) 
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MERRICK SCHOOL OF BUSINESS 
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