
1828 L Street, NW tel.  202 841-1944
Washington, DC   20036 jay.hellman@alum.mit.edu fax:  301 983-9556

14 September 2006

Charles County Commissioners

c/o Jason Groth, Public Facilities Programs Manager <grothj@charlescounty.org>

Department of Planning & Growth Management

Charles County Government

200 Baltimore Street, P.O. Box 2150

La Plata, MD   20646

Subject: Comprehensive Water and Sewer Plan Update 2006:

problems on Dump Road/Bivins Place and Starview Place

Dear Commissioners:

I am writing as Managing General Partner of Hawthorne Rosewick Associates Limited

Partnership.  We own land (Map 33 P. 234) adjacent and downstream of a historic small, black

community located adjacent to the Town of La Plata, between the Town and the College of

Southern Maryland.  A portion of this community is where the Town of La Plata had owned land

and operated a municipal dump.

The two “roads” that access this community are Dump Road (re-named recently to Bivins Place)

and Starview Place.  These both start at Route 225 just west of Route 301 and go north toward

the college.

The Comprehensive Water and Sewer Plan Update 2006 references 3 failed septics in this

community.  In fact, there are quite a few residents that do not even have septic, they have

outhouses.  There is no water service, no fire protection, no paved roads.

This community is so centrally located and accessible that in these days of concern for anti-

sprawl smart growth and a regional recognition of lack of affordable housing it is irresponsible to

ignore the opportunity presented here.  Further, related environmental issues have been raised in

the current Port Tobacco Watershed Restoration Action Study going on right now as this

community is located at a head-end tributary to this most important watershed.

Solving these problems should be a high priority of Charles County.

Sincerely,

Jay John Hellman, on behalf of

Hawthorne Rosewick Associates Limited Partnership


