
1828 L Street, NW tel.  202 841-1944
Washington, DC   20036 jay.hellman@alum.mit.edu fax:  301 983-9556

Via e-mail:  Theresa Pickeral pickerth@charlescounty.org  Clerk to the Planning Commission

Mr. Ray Detig, RA, AICP, Chairman and fellow Commissioners
Charles County Planning Commission
County Government Building
200 Baltimore Street   P.O. Box  2150
La Plata, MD   20646

Subject: Supplement to my oral testimony at the public hearing on the

Port Tobacco River Watershed Restoration Action Strategy

Dear Mr. Detig and fellow Commissioners:

When I testified on February 12, I expressed concern about a former dump owned and operated by
the Town of La Plata (1956-1970) at a “head-end” to a tributary to this most important watershed.

On January 2, 1957 the Town of La Plata purchased 2.81 acres of land and a right of way from
State Road 225 (aka Dump Road) from Agnes Bivins et al (Liber 127 Folio 354) for $10 plus an
obligation to keep this road in good repair at Town expense.  The purpose was to open a dump.

There is a metes and bounds description of the land acquired, but there was no plat.  On
considerable further research I have not been able to locate a plat.  This sends a clear message:
no fence was ever put up, meaning the dumping was not confined to exactly this particular 2.81
acres.  Such mismanagement in the private sector would constitute negligence and malpractice.

On September 4, 1970 the Town of La Plata Council approved selling this land back to Agnes
Bivins (for $1,500.)  I have not been able to find evidence of any remediation.

On September 14, 2006 I submitted a letter for the public record as part of the public hearing on the
Comprehensive Water and Sewer Plan Update 2006:  problems on Dump Road/Bivins Place and
Starview Place.  Long time resident, Francis X. Cooper also testified and wrote (copies enclosed.)

I urge the Planning Commission to seek factual data as to the environmental aftermath of this
municipal dumping at a head-end to the Port Tobacco Watershed.  Without knowledge you
cannot make good decisions.

Sincerely,

Jay John Hellman, Ph.D.

Enclosures: 1)  Water&Sewer DumpRd jh ltr.pdf;  2)  Water&Sewer DumpRd Cooper ltr.pdf

5 March 2007


