
 

 
1828 L Street, NW Jay.Hellman@alum.MIT.edu tel.  202 841-1944 
Washington, DC   20036 www.VirtualAdjacency.com  fax:  301 983-9556 
 

   22 November 1989 

Mr. Neil Pedersen, Director,  Office of Planning and Preliminary Engineering 
Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration  
707 North Calvert Street Room 401 
Baltimore, Maryland   21203 

Subject: Comprehensive Plan for Charles County:  Transportation Element  
 Rosewick Road;  the Community College;  St. Charles Parkway 
 State Roads:  Routes 301, 225, 6 

Dear Neil, 

It was a pleasure meeting this past Friday with you, Keith Bounds and Steve Magoon.  The 
topics we covered are of considerable importance to both the State and to Charles County.  Our 
preliminary talk focused on the evolution of technology and its impact on changing the nature 
of work, hence patterns of land use. 

The relationship between transportation and communication will continue to become more and 
more significant as the power of computer and communication technology continues its rapid 
progress.  The driving force is both carrot and stick.  If you refer to the exhibit I gave you 
entitled The Office Work Toolbox, you will see that the carrot is economic efficiency and the 
stick is increasing traffic congestion at peak times in peak directions. 

As you know, Charles County is in the midst of a comprehensive planning process.  Attempting 
to address the forthcoming changes is not at all a simple task.  One of the key elements in the 
overall effort is naturally transportation planning.  Relating the theoretical context summarized 
above to the reality of Charles County and its relationship as a bedroom community to 
Washington, D.C. was the next part of our talk. 

Here, Route 301 is one of two major arteries linking homes in Charles County (primarily in 
Waldorf and St. Charles) to jobs in Washington.  The current pattern of use of this existing 
transportation facility is overload going north at 7 AM (vacant going south), and the reverse at 5 
PM. 
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If one could effectively create an employment center near La Plata, it would be possible to 
achieve several important public benefits including a more balanced utilization of an already 
extant, expensive, transportation facility.  This was set out in some detail in the other item I left 
with you  —  the exhibits that were the subject of a meeting 16 Nov 88 with Randy Evans, 
Secretary of Economic Development of the State of Maryland.  It suggested that Virtual 
Adjacency using computer and communication technology would supplement transportation 
infrastructure over-use necessitated by Physical Adjacency 

Implementation of this concept would be significantly facilitated by using the AT&T 
fiberoptic highway located along Route 301, on this property, in the vicinity of Rosewick 
Road.  It is this quantum advance in communication technology that opens the door to virtual 
adjacency instead of physical adjacency.   

The location of this potential project is just northwest of the Town.  The transportation element 
can affect three existing state roads  —  Routes 301, 225, and 6  —  and one planned road  —  
the Eastern Bypass.  There is an opportunity to enable intra-county circulation without 
exclusive dependence on Routes 6, 225, and 301.  Efficient handling of the increased need for 
automobile access to the College is clearly a priority.   

Several years ago, Quailwood Parkway was planned, approved, and constructed, providing a 
significant link between Route 6 and Route 225 near Mitchell Road and the Community 
College.  The County is currently reviewing plans for Fairway Village which includes an 
extension of St. Charles Parkway to Rosewick Road.   

It becomes clear that an opportunity is afforded to create an efficient intra-county 
circulation system simply by connecting Rosewick Road to Quailwood Parkway.  It would 
then also be possible to provide a second link to the College, thereby relieving Mitchell 
Road as the sole means of access.  If these transportation concepts were implemented, it 
would be possible to travel between the Community College and St. Charles / Waldorf 
without impacting the key interesections of Routes 301 and 225 and/or Routes 301 and 6. 

Your guidance and comments regarding a well conceived transportation plan would be 
most appreciated.  Thank you for your prompt attention to these issues. 
 
   Sincerely, 
 
 
 
   Jay John Hellman 
 
cc: Keith Bounds, Regional Planner, Bureau of Planning and Program Development,  
  Maryland Department of Transportation State Highway Administration 
 
 Steve Magoon, Planner - Transportation, Charles County Department of Planning . 


