
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      December 15, 2011 
 
 
 
The Honorable Robert A. Peck 
Commissioner of Public Buildings 
U.S. General Services Administration 
1800 F Street, NW 
Washington, DC  20505 
 
Dear Commissioner Peck: 
 
 I am delighted to provide this recommendation and support for Dr. Jay Hellman in his 
vision for the concept of ‘Virtual Adjacency’.  I met Dr. Hellman about 10 years ago when, as 
Secretary of the Maryland Department of Business and Economic Development, I was excited 
about the potential of the concept of virtual adjacency and telecommunity.  As the Internet and 
social media were not nearly developed and widely used as they are today, Jay’s vision was well 
ahead of its time and I saw its potential for a more efficient economy for our state and nation 
through reduced infrastructure investment, traffic congestion and improved worker productivity.  
Since joining Johns Hopkins in 2007, I have continued to follow Dr. Hellman’s work and I am a 
strong admirer of his vision and incredible perseverance. 
 
 To show the continuity of my thought process, I am taking the liberty of including a letter 
to the Charles County Commission that was written by one of my assistant secretaries with my 
total support… 
 

April 25, 2006  
 
The Honorable F. Wayne Cooper 
President, County Commission of Charles County  
P. O. Box 2150 
200 Baltimore Street  
La Plata, Maryland 20646-2150  
 
Dear Commissioner Cooper:  
 
The Maryland Department of Business and Economic Development (DBED) is pleased to announce that 
the Department has awarded a research grant in the amount of $6,500 to Mr. Nicholas Slabbert. Mr. 
Slabbert, a professional researcher and writer, will conduct research for a book to be published highlighting 
“telecommunity” as an aspect of the economic development in Maryland.  
 
In the May, 2005 Urban Land Institute article Telecommunites, La Plata was mentioned as a model for this 
concept. The grant calls for more extensive research to more fully develop the concept that Charles County, 
specifically the Town of LaPlata, is an ideal model for a telecommunity.  
 
The amount of DBED support is not enough to complete the research, but it is intended to signal the 
Department’s support for the development of the telecommunity vision and promoting Charles County as a 
place this can happen. It is DBED’s hope that our support will trigger similar support at the local 
government level as well as the private sector.  
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Again, DBED is pleased to announce this grant. If you have any additional questions regarding the research 
contract, please call me at (410) 767-3213. If you have questions about the concept of telecommunities, 
please contact Mr. Jay Hellman at (202) 841-1944. Mr. Hellman is a local resident who is working with 
Mr. Slabbert to promote and develop the telecommunities’ concept and its role in an economic 
development program. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
James E. Rzepkowski  
Assistant Secretary  
Eastern, Southern, and Western Maryland Regions 

 
 
I would appreciate any support you can provide Dr. Hellman in his continuing efforts to create 
futuristic places for people to work, live and play in an efficient environmentally-friendly model.  
His ideas are well ahead of their time and deserve consideration and support. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
 
      Aris Melissaratos 
      Senior Advisor to the President 
 


