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Office of the President

January 3, 2005

The Honorable Thomas J. Lockwood, Director

Office of National Capital Region Coordination

Department of Homeland Security

3801 Nebraska Avenue, NW

Washington, DC   20393

  Re:   A VIRTUAL DHS WORK FORCE HUB ("TELECOMMUNITY")

IN LA PLATA, MARYLAND

Dear Director Lockwood:

The College of Southern Maryland (CSM) is a public community college that is strongly interested in the

regional development and well-being of Maryland, its neighbor states, and the Greater Washington DC

metropolitan area.

At the same time, CSM is acutely aware that to play a significant role in our region we must take into

account issues of national and global importance, such as the impact of technological change on our

society. As an educator I know that telecommunications change, in particular, is having a major and

increasing effect on all workplaces as well as on how education and training are delivered. CSM is keenly

attuned to these features of our rapidly evolving society.  This in fact is the mission of our recently

completed CBI Center for Business and Industry.

For these reasons, CSM is extremely interested in exploring the intriguing proposal put forward by Central

Maryland Development, Inc., envisaging the creation of a DHS telecommunity based in La Plata and

having a special relationship with our college. We believe this concept merits serious investigation, and I

am therefore writing to support the president of CMD, Inc., Mr. Alan Feinberg, in his request for an

opportunity to present this proposal to you formally (see attached). 

In principle it seems to me that the creation of a DHS telecommunity in La Plata could hold significant

benefits for both the region and the mission of DHS. I would certainly welcome the opportunity to build a

special relationship between CSM and DHS along the lines that this proposal suggests. I would be pleased

to participate with DHS, CMD, Inc., and other relevant regional parties in an exploration of this idea as

soon as possible, and I hope a meeting can be arranged to begin such a process of discussion.

 Respectfully,

Dr. Elaine Ryan, President

Attachment


