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Demonstration project:  La Plata and Route 301
Route 301 is being asked to serve both a regional transportation function as a high-speed high-

volume through-road and a local vital economic function as Charles County’s “main street”.  When

there was relatively little local activity, 301 was able to do both.  This is no longer possible.  But

how to resolve this conflict is not easy.

La Plata offers the state an exceptionally valuable opportunity to address these issues in a

comprehensive and visionary fashion and learn valuable lessons that will benefit La Plata, Charles

County, Southern Maryland and other parts of the state as well.

This is not “just a road problem”.

Transportation does not exist in a vacuum.  Patterns of land-use are intimately related to the

transportation network.  The Smart Growth initiative seeks to concentrate development in already

developed areas rather than support indiscriminate sprawl.  The Route 301 Task Force concluded

after 3 years of study that we cannot simply build our way out of transportation problems.  We must

bring jobs closer to where people live.

Simply widening Route 301 and limiting access will devastate existing local activity.  Building a by-

pass is similarly fraught with danger.  Often, when a bypass is built, the town bypassed dies.  Either

would be a tragedy in La Plata’s instance.  And it would be a tragedy for Maryland’s Smart Growth

initiative.

La Plata plays a unique and important role in Charles County.

The Town of La Plata is the County Seat.  It is centrally located (in Charles County and the So. Md.

region).  It is physically adjacent to the Charles County Community College and its new CBI - Center

for Business and Industry.  It is designated by the County as one of only three “Development Districts”

in the entire County.  Coupling this with the recently enacted Smart Growth legislation at a state level,

the stage is set for La Plata to be a jewel of enlightened activity.  But it will not happen in a delightful

orderly process by magic.  Growth Management is not passively re-active, it is visionary pro-active.

The state’s assistance in this area could be quite valuable.



The Town is already in the process of conforming it’s boundary to that set forth in the County’s

Comprehensive Plan.  The  stage is set for the Town to begin a comprehensive planning process that

will facilitate orderly, desirable mixed-use growth in a compact, efficient, environmentally friendly

way.  The focus is at once internal and detailed  —  like creating a town center of delight, diversity

and regional attractiveness;  and the focus is outward and regional  —  like the transportation

network and La Plata’s central role as a hub for economic development creating a synergy with the

CBI.  La Plata cannot accomplish this without the state’s assistance.

With State help, La Plata can help the State solve the 301 “problem”.

The State has the resources, the expertise and the willingness to assist La Plata in visioning, in

planning, in infrastructure development and in economic development.  Creating a vital town center

would involve a number of activities including creating a town square, a parking garage, a

streetscape program and business relocation assistance.  These actions by the Town, with the

assistance of the state, would be key to the successful implementation of the State’s Smart Growth

law.  The transportation network can be designed in the context of a valid vision for the Town.  By

having a comprehensive context and program, rather than suffering from dissension and conflict, the

road elements will be seen as problem solvers not problem makers.

The road elements needing study will include the following.

♦ Analyze modifying 301:  w/service lanes / through lanes / create opportunities and
incentives to relocate businesses to new CBD;

and / or

♦ Analyze creating a bypass designed to serve regional transport need but designed
and implemented in such a fashion as to support a revitalized Town Center;

in either case, it is necessary to expedite

♦ Local road network completion:
•  St. Charles Parkway to Rosewick Road;
•  Rosewick Road to Route 301 and around down to Route 225;
•  Heritage Green Parkway

State assistance in these areas is mandatory  — both for study and for implementation.  If done right,
these will produce considerable benefits locally, regionally.  Robert Marriott at the CBI offers the
state a valuable relevant multi-faceted resource.  He can play a key supporting role.


