
September 23, 1996 
 
Mr. William Eckman 
Mayor 
Town of La Plata 
5 Garrett Ave. 
P.O. Box 1038 
La Plata, MD 20646 
 
Dear Mayor Eckman: 
 

I am writing this letter at the request of Mr. Jay Hellman. I have had the opportunity to meet with him and 
discuss economic development and land use policies as part of my research on economic development in Maryland in 
general and in Southern Maryland in particular. Through these discussions, I have been made aware of the proposed 
development plan for the "Northwest Quadrant" of the Town of La Plata. 

 
As the Director of the Maryland Business Research Partnership at the University of Baltimore's Merrick 

School of Business, I have been involved in numerous studies of economic development issues and policies at both the 
local and state level. You may be aware that I have recently completed an assessment of the economic competitiveness 
of Charles County for the County Economic Development Commission. While I cannot yet discuss the results of my 
research in detail, there were two issues of paramount importance for promoting economic development in the County. 
These were: 1) the need for infrastructure improvements in the County; and 2) the need for new office and industrial 
space in the County. 

 
As Charles County develops economically and progresses from a "bedroom" community to an economic and 

employment center in its own right, it is vital for the County to both improve its overburdened infrastructure and 
develop large-scale, technically-advanced business facilities. The County must expand local employment opportunities 
for its highly skilled population base, or face continuing stress on public infrastructure and facilities.  As you know, 
the Route 301 Task Force reached the conclusion that the County cannot build its way out of current congestion 
problems. The time is right for development in the County. Both the development of the Center for Business and 
Industry (CBI) at the Community College and the expansion of the Pax River facility, with the resulting opportunity to 
recruit Navy contractors into the County, present dramatic improvements in the economic development potential of the 
County. While I am only familiar with the plans for the development of the Northwest Quadrant at a general level, 
they seem highly consistent with the growth and economic development requirements of the County. Given that 
Maryland must increasingly balance economic and population growth with the environmental costs of development, 
the fact that the Northwest Quadrant is a designated growth area makes the provision of top quality infrastructure an 
essential element for efforts to focus growth in areas deemed to be most appropriate. 

 
In summary, the proposed development of the Northwest Quadrant matches the economic development needs 

of the County. This development is one of the best ways for the County to build on the economic development 
potential created by the creation of the CBI and expansion of Pax River. Given the potential of this project, it would 
seem appropriate for the Town to work with federal and state agencies to attract the infrastructure investments 
necessary for the development to occur. 

 
I can be reached at (410) 837-4988 with any questions about this letter or my economic development work. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Richard Clinch 
 
 

1420 N. Charles Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21201-5779 

 
410/837-4727 (telephone) 
410/837-5814   (facsimile) 

THE JACOB FRANCE CENTER 

MERRICK SCHOOL OF BUSINESS 
UNIVERSITY OF BALTIMORE 


